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     April marks the nation's "Month of the Military Child," a time to honor military 
youth in communities who have been impacted by deployments, as well as the 
unique opportunities and challenges that all military children face. 
     The South Dakota National Guard invites everyone to join in and be part of 
"Purple Up! For Military Kids Day," being held April 17.  
     South Dakotans are encouraged to wear purple on that date and share their pho-
tos through social media as a tangible way to show their support and thank all mili-
tary children for their strength and sacrifices.  
     "This is a perfect time to celebrate military children and to recognize their charac-
ter, strength and resilience," said Taryn Broomfield, SDNG Child and Youth Program 
lead coordinator. "Our military youth are impacted daily, whether their service 
member is home, deployed, at drill, or away attending training or school." 
     There are more than 6,400 military children in South Dakota with parents or 
guardians who serve in the National Guard, Reserves and active duty. Of these chil-
dren and youth, over 3,800 are affiliated with the SDNG.  
     Gov. Kristi Noem demonstrated her support of military kids by signing a procla-
mation announcing April 2020 as the Month of the Military Child. 
     Established by Casper Weinberger in 1986, the Month of the Military Child recog-
nizes the important role military children play in our communities. We pause each 
year to honor the millions of military children for their contributions to their fami-
lies. 
     "Military kids are an integral part of our families and communities, and they serve 
too," said Broomfield. "Please celebrate the military children in your life and thank 
them."   
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SDDVA Update 
     Through this challenging time, SDDVA’s team stands strong and continues to serve our veterans and 
their families.   Our team  at the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home is doing great, and as always, 
stand committed to our mission to take care of our veterans regardless of this unprecedented pandemic.   
They have prepared for and our committed to the challenges we might face.     
     Our staff in the Pierre, Rapid City, and Watertown offices are working from home and are available via 
cell phone, texts and emails.  Some members of our Sioux Falls team are working from home and some are 
splitting shifts in the office.   As always, our teams stand ready to assist our veterans and their families.     
     Three members of our team have re-
cently relocated their offices to the South 
Dakota Military Heritage Alliance Building 
in Sioux Falls.     
     The Alliance will be home for Deputy 
Secretary Aaron Pollard, Program Manag-
er Erin Brown, and Field Service Officer 
Brett Dickerson.     
     Their new offices are located at 1600 
W. Russell Street in Sioux Falls. 
     The building features a gun range, full 
kitchen and bar, and eventually a military 
museum and offices of the local Sioux 
Falls American Legion and Veterans of 
Foreign War Posts. 
     Life may have thrown us a curve, but 
as we have done in the past, we will continue to fight the fight, shoulder to shoulder (six feet away) with 
our partners.   We have borne the battle before, and we can do it again.  
     We encourage all of you to visit COVID-19 in South Dakota (https://covid.sd.gov/).  The Governor’s team 
and the Departments of Health, Labor, Human Services and Social Services are updating it daily and are 
providing great information on COVID-19 status, FAQ, unemployment benefits and more.    
     Please stay in contact with a member of our team and don’t forget to do your buddy checks —- via 
phone, text, or email!   Be safe. 
      

https://covid.sd.gov/
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Vr&E has centralized 

receipt of paper 

nationwide 

     Veterans enrolled in the Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E) Program, based on the cur-
rent COVID-19 national impact, VR&E communications have shifted to digital service delivery. In order to 
maintain the flow of communication, we are implementing centralized receipt of paper mail nationwide. 
     To ensure program participant documents are received in a timely fashion, VR&E requests that all pro-
gram participants send your correspondence to the following address: 
 Department of Veterans Affairs 
 Vocational Rehabilitation & Employment (VR&E) Intake Center 
 PO Box 5210 
 Janesville, WI 53547-5210 
     Once your mail is received at this location, it will be processed and made available to your Vocational 
Rehabilitation Counselor digitally. 
     Veterans Benefits Administration has successfully utilized centralized receipt of paper mail for other 
programs and is excited to expand this communication to VR&E program participants. 

TAP Update 

     Effective March 30, the VA will discontinue VA benefit briefings and services on military installations for 
transitioning service members and their families through the interagency Transition Assistance Program 
(TAP) until further notice.  
     However, the VA will provide 
virtual briefings and individualized 
counseling for transitioning service 
members where possible. Service 
members who have not received 
these briefings, as required by TAP, 
may access the Joint Knowledge 
Online (JKO) platform and register for “TGPS-US006: VA Benefits and Services.” 

https://www.dodtap.mil/
https://www.dodtap.mil/
https://jkodirect.jten.mil/
https://jkodirect.jten.mil/
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Veterans gi bill benefits 

to continue during covid-

19 pandemic 
     President Trump signed into law S. 3503, March 21, which will enable the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) to continue providing the same level of education benefits to students having to take 
courses online due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 
     The law gives the VA temporary authority to continue GI Bill payments uninterrupted in the event of na-
tional emergencies, allowing for continued payment of benefits even if the program has changed from resi-
dent training to online training. 
     Thanks to the law, GI Bill students will con-
tinue receiving the same monthly housing al-
lowance payments they received for resident 
training until Dec. 21, or until the school re-
sumes in-person classes. 
     In the wake of COVID-19, thousands of stu-
dents nationwide have been converted to dis-
tance learning as many educational institutions 
are transitioning to technology-based lesson 
delivery. 
     “I commend President Trump and Congress 
for their work on this important law,” said VA 
Secretary Robert Wilkie. “It will give veteran 
students certainty as they continue their edu-
cation.” 
     Students receiving GI Bill benefits are not 
required to take any action. Benefits will con-
tinue automatically. The VA will work closely with schools to ensure enrollments are accurately certified 
and processed timely. Updates will be provided to students via direct email campaigns and social media 
regarding the VA’s effort to implement these new changes. 
     SDDVA’s Shane Olivier (605-773–3648) and Ryan Fowler (605-773-3565) are available to answer any 
questions you might have about apprenticeship programs, on-the-job training programs and GI Bill educa-
tion benefits.    

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3503?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22S.3503%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/docs/pamphlets/ch33_pamphlet.pdf
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Update from va black hills 

health care system 
     The VA Black Hills Health Care System is committed to providing high-quality care while keeping veter-
ans safe from the coronavirus (COVID-19). Effective March 30, 2020, the Rapid City Community Based Out-
patient Clinic (CBOC) will transition care to virtual options. Primary care and mental health routine appoint-
ments will be moved to telehealth through phone or video.  
     “Through the VA’s virtual care tools, we are able to leverage available technology to make sure that our 
patients and staff are as safe as possible during this time,” said Sandra Horsman, Director, VA Black Hills 
Health Care System.  
     To help us address the most urgent needs first, VA Black Hills Health Care System asks that veterans use 
our online tools for routine or non-urgent questions.  
• Use Secure Messaging—Veterans can send a secure message to your provider about any health concern 
or question. https://www.myhealth.va.gov/  
• Download VA Video Connect—Provider may ask veteran to consider telehealth for an upcoming appoint-
ment. By downloading and learning about the VA Video Connect app now, veterans can prepare them-
selves. https://mobile.va.gov/appstore  
• Refill prescriptions by phone, My HealtheVet or the Rx Refill Mobile App to safely receive medications 
through the mail.  
• For veterans in crisis, connect with caring and qualified professionals with the Veterans Crisis Line at 1-
800-273-8255 Press 1.  
     Because this is a rapidly changing situation, the best way to get the most up-to-date information is to 
follow the VABHHCS Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/VABlackHills/ and website at 
https://www.blackhills.va.gov/  
     The VA continues to strongly 
encourage veterans, staff 
members and their families to 
take everyday precautions such 
as frequent handwashing and 
social distancing to protect 
against respiratory illnesses 
caused by COVID-19, the flu 
and the common cold.  
     For more information about 
scheduling, please use our Con-
tact Center at 1-877-339-6837.  
 

https://www.myhealth.va.gov/
https://mobile.va.gov/appstore
https://www.facebook.com/VABlackHills/
https://www.blackhills.va.gov/
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Va increases capacity by 

4,000 beds to combat  

Covid - 19 
     The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced April 1, that it has successfully increased its ICU 
and Medical/Surgical bed capacity by over 4,000 across the nation. These beds, along with the staff, equip-
ment, and personal protective equipment required to operate them, are critical to the treatment of Veter-
ans and civilians infected with COVID-19. The VA historically had approximately 1,000 ICU beds and 6,000 
Medical/Surgical beds, and now has more than 2,300 and 8,500 respectively. 
     “Our frontline medical personnel have been working tirelessly around the clock to prepare for an influx 
of Veterans infected with COVID-19, and we are now treating hundreds of cases.” said VA Secretary Robert 
Wilke.  “Simultaneously, we have been working to enhance as many beds as possible to be equipped with 
what is necessary to care for those infected, both veterans and non-veterans if need be.” 
     The VA is part of the National Disaster Medical System, which positions it as a backstop to the nation’s 
private medical facilities when States have exhausted their capacity to provide care.  At this time, the VA 
has been assigned two such missions in New York and New Jersey.  
      States may request assistance from the Federal Government through their local Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) Regional Emergency Coordinator (REC), as part of FEMA’s National Response 
Coordination Center. Counties, cities, and other municipalities should route all requests for Federal support 
through their respective states. The VA cannot receive direct requests for assistance from state and local 
governments. 

Dirt work begins at state 

veterans cemetery 

     Journey Construc-
tion and their team 
report that dirt work 
has started on the 
state veterans ceme-
tery. 
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Update from Sioux falls va 

health care system 
      The Sioux Falls VA Health Care System is committed to providing high-quality care while keeping veter-
ans safe from the coronavirus (COVID-19).  
     “Due to COVID-19 precautionary measures and out of concern for our veterans, we are honoring current 
social isolation and distancing guidelines,” said Lisa Simoneau, director, Sioux Falls VA HCS. “Through VA’s 
virtual care tools, we are able to leverage available technology to make sure that our patients and staff are 
as safe as possible during this time.” To help us address our veterans’ most-urgent needs first, the Sioux 
Falls VA asks that veterans use our online tools for routine or non-urgent questions.  
Telephone or Video Appointments – Veterans can receive care at home — either over the phone or via 
video using VA Video Connect on their computers, smartphones, or tablets. To set up telephone or video 
appointments, veterans can send their provider a secure message on My HealtheVet by visiting 
myhealth.va.gov. Veterans may also call, but the VA is requesting that veterans only call with urgent needs 
at this time. To learn more about VA Video Connect, visit mobile.va.gov/app/va-video-connect.  
Prescription Refills – Veterans can request prescription refills and order and ship medications to their 
homes using My HealtheVet or the Rx Refill 
mobile app. Download the app at mo-
bile.va.gov/app/rx-refill. Veterans can also 
call the Sioux Falls VA pharmacy at 605-336-
3230 option 1 for pharmacy and your pre-
scriptions will be mailed to you.  
Text Message Reminders – Veterans can use 
Annie’s Coronavirus Precautions protocol to 
send automated text messages with infor-
mation about COVID-19. This application 
helps veterans monitor for symptoms and 
can assist if they need to contact their VA 
facility for care. Enroll at mobile.va.gov/
annie.  
Secure Messaging – With My HealtheVet, VA’s online patient portal, Veterans can send online secure mes-
sages to your VA health care team to ask them non-urgent health questions. Register at 
www.myhealth.va.gov.  
     For more information about VA’s Connected Care technologies, visit connectedcare.va.gov.  
     The Sioux Falls VA HCS is requesting all unscheduled patients and those with flu-like symptoms to call 
first. If you do not have a scheduled appointment or have flu like symptoms such as fever, cough and short-
ness of breath, call us at 605-336-3230 EXT. 5001.  

mobile.va.gov/annie
mobile.va.gov/annie
http://www.myhealth.va.gov
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Apr 17—Purple Up Day in South Dakota 
Apr 21—KELOLAND Career Expo—Rushmore Mall—Rapid City—11:00 am—4:00 pm (MT) 
May 8—VABHHCS VSO Congressional Forum—Domiciliary Auditorium—Hot Springs VAMC—10:00 am (MT) 
May 10—Mothers Day  
May 12—8th Annual WWII Veterans Luncheon—TREA Building—Rapid City—11:00 am (MT) 
May 15-17—DAV State Convention—Brookings 
May 19—SDDVA Mini Conference—Rapid City—10:00 am—2:00 pm (MT) 
May 20—SDDVA Mini Conference—Pierre—10:00 am– 2:00 pm (CT) 
May 21—SDDDVA Mini Conference—Sioux Falls—10:00 am—2:00 pm (CT) 
May 25—MJFSVH Memorial Day Car Show—MJFSVH Campus—Hot Springs—11:30 am—3:00 pm (MT) 
May 25—Memorial Day 
May 25—State Offices closed  
Jun 3-7—VFW State Convention—Aberdeen 
Jun 14—Flag Day 
Jun 18-21—American Legion State Convention—Huron 
Jun 21—Fathers Day 
Jul 6—Black Hills National Cemetery Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am (MT) 
Jul 10—VABHHCS VSO Congressional Forum—Bldg. 145—Room 108—Fort Meade VAMC—10:00 am (MT) 
Aug 22—Midwest Honor Flight—Mission 7 
Aug 24-27—SDDVA Annual Benefit School—Ramkota Conference Center—Pierre 
Sep 3—Veterans Day at the SD State Fair 
Sep 3-7—SD State Fair 
Sep 5—Midwest Honor Flight—Mission 8 
Sep 11—VABHHCS VSO Congressional Forum—VFW Post 1273—Rapid City—10:00 am (MT) 
Sep 19—Midwest Honor Flight—Mission 9 
Oct 10—Midwest Honor Flight—Mission 10 
Oct 26-30—National Summit on Women Veterans Issues (more information coming) 
Nov 13—VABHHCS VSO Congressional Forum—Domiciliary Auditorium—Hot Springs VAMC—10:00 am (MT) 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military http://military.sd.gov 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs http://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
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http://mva.sd.gov/
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